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Synopsis

This newly updated guide describes how to effectively and efficiently manage the dissertation or
thesis process in two semesters or less. Written for doctoral and master’s degree students enrolled
in on-campus programs and students pursuing accelerated and online-based degree programs, this
book demystifies the seemingly daunting process. From choosing a topic and advisor, to efficient
researching and the actual writing and defense, Complete Your Dissertation or Thesis in Two
Semesters or Less provides students with all the information needed to conquer this academic
experience.Updates to this edition include:A A An update to the length of graduate

studiesA A Technological advantages now available to graduate students
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Customer Reviews

The major strength of the book is that it is easy to read and gives good sound 'common sense’
suggestions and a process that is understandable and works. | believe a doctoral student will find
comfort in reading the book and using the prepared forms and checklists that are provided. (Dr. Ron
Joekel, professor emeritus of educational administration at The University of Nebraska and former

executive director and past internatio)

Dr. Evelyn Hunt Ogden is deputy superintendent of schools in East Brunswick, New Jersey. As a
consultant and state education deputy assistant commissioner for research, planning, and

evaluation, she has worked with doctoral students from major universities in fields a wide range of



fields. She has also served on the U.S. Department of Education’s Program Evaluation Panel, which

reviews research study claims. She lives in Trenton, New Jersey.

Looking for a terse, cynical guide to getting your final graduate paper done? Look no further! Ogden
has produced a short, kind of angry, kind of funny guide to throwing up a thesis or dissertation in
minimal time. Her strategy includes not obsessing over your work, setting really clear deadlines, and
choosing a subject that is doable rather than one that interests you.Honestly, | thought this book

was really helpful and far more pragmatic than many of the more popular books on the subject.

This book was super helpful in making a dissertation seem possible to be done in a reasonable
amount of time. There were lots of examples dealing with education as that is the author’s
background, but it was not a hindrance to it seeming helpful in other disciplines. While reading | was
planning how to put the advice into practice. Lots of helpful sample forms to organize yourself

instead of wasting time.

| think this will be a useful book. However, there is no coverage of chapter 2 literature review. Which
is what | was hoping for. There are some scheduling / time management tools and guidance that |

think will prove useful as well.

| don’t know what | would have done without this book. | would probably select the wrong advisor
and topic and it would take forever to finnish my thesis, if | ever did.In my opinion, this book is great
help for anyone who is about to start or has already started writing their thesis. It covers every step
of the process and offers a fresh perspective | would have never thought (here’s a clue: it’s not
about having an interesting topic, what you want to do is finish the thesis). It will save you a lot of
trouble and I'm almost positive anyone can finish their thesis in less than two semesters if they
follow every tip in this guide.So, if you want that "Dr." title (or just need it), this is a book you can’t do

without.
One of my 3 go to books as | work on my dissertation. The time reading this to prepare for the
process put me in the right frame of mind, and gave me confidence to take control of my dissertation

process.

If you are beginning a dissertation, this is the book you need to buy. Following her advice, | have



written the first three chapters in one semester and will graduate within a year of starting. The

timeline is realistic, but the advice about approaching the research is priceless.

The book was succinct and gave good advice, both in terms of what to generally expect from the
dissertation process and more specific tips on how to make that process more tolerable. HOWEVER,
as | am a student in English Language Arts and Philosophy, | personally didn’t find this book too
instructive.lf you’re doing a dissertation in the Sciences, this book will probably be very helpful. If
your dissertation is going to be historical or oriented more towards the Humanities, you might be

better off with something else.
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